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demand of the Reichswehr and with the agreement of the
Socialists in power, to declare traitor any German aiding the
Allied Commissions in their search for hidden weapons, apart
from its disastrous political consequences, forced the Govern-
ment to hush up the many budget scandals connected with the
supply of new arms for the " Black " Reichswehr.
Financial transactions carried out under the cloak of national
service soon developed into financial and ministerial scandals.
The adventurers were quick to seize their chance. It was not
long before Germany saw scandal after scandal follow in rapid
succession, ruthlessly exploited by the Nationalists.
The country was so flooded with scandals that it is no exag-
geration to say that the Barmat affair in 1924 resulted in Hinden-
burg being elected President of the Republic, or rather Regent,
by a mere 300,000 majority over the leader of the " Zentrum ",
Marx, a democratic Catholic from Western Germany.
Then came Bergmann, Kutisker, Holzmann, Sklarek and a
host of others.
Confidence in the Republic was shaken.
When Hitler was brought in by the back door to power by
Hiudenburg, terrified now by the threats of Schleicher and
Leipart, the Trade Unionist leader, to reveal the misappropria-
tion of the Eastern Relief Fund (out of which Hindenburg had
been presented with an estate in East Prussia in the name of his
son to avoid the later payment of death-duties), he was able to
crown the long line of such scandals with the spectacular
trial on charges of corruption of the Trade Union leaders in
Germany,
. It was then that Oldenburg-Januschau, the aged leader of the
Junkers, the landed aristocrats and the Nationalist Party, and
the very man \yho had previously told the Kaiser that he needed
only a subaltern and ten men to turn the Reichstag out, snapped:
" It takes more than seizing power to dip into public funds. To
do it skilfully and without exposure takes .centuries of practice."